
In Search of Shakespeare Study Questions

Episode 1: Time of Revolution

1. Where, when and how was William baptized? Who were his parents?

2. What was the infant mortality rate when Shakespeare was born?

3. Which family was in power, and which monarch began the Protestant Reformation in 
England?

4. How many times had the religion changed in the past 12 years? 

5. What traces of Warwickshire exist in Shakespeare’s plays? Give two examples. 

6. Where was Shakespeare’s mother’s family from?

7. What did John Shakespeare do for a living in Stratford? 

8. What would have been Mrs Shakespeare’s “pride and joy”?

Name: ______________________________

Date: _____________ Period: __________



9. To what office was John Shakespeare elected in 1565? 

10.What happened to the paintings in Stratford’s Guild Chapel, and why? What were 
some of the subjects?

11.When Shakespeare went to school in 1571, what revolutionary changes were taking 
place?

12.What was a typical school day for the seven-year-old Shakespeare?

13.What was a favorite play performed by Elizabethan school children? What was its 
“moral message”? What was its concluding message?

14.What scholar found the record of James Langrake informing on John Shakespeare?

15.It turns out John Shakespeare was a “brogger.” What did that mean?

16.What other crime was John Shakespeare prosecuted for, and at what interest rate?

17.Where did young Shakespeare see Mystery plays? How old was he when they were 
banned?



18.Which poet was Shakespeare’s favorite? Which version of his works, besides the 
Latin , did Shakespeare know?

19.How did Shakespeare’s “childhood end” when he was around 12? Why? What were 
the immediate consequences for William?

20.What is chevril, and to what does Shakespeare compare it?

21.Who were Edward Campion and his missionaries? When they visited Warwickshire, 
how were they connected to Shakespeare’s family?

22.Who was Winifred of Holywell? What document concerning her was found in the roof 
of the Shakespeare’s house? 

23.What was the “hot book” of 1582, and on whom was Shakespeare using it?

24.Where was Shakespeare on Tuesday, November 27, 1582? What’s the proof of that, 
and what’s the “twist” with that proof?

25.What do we know about John Frith, who officiated in the Temple Grafton ceremony? 



26.What opportunities were lost to Shakespeare when he married?

27.Who was John Sommerville, and what did he do in 1583? What did Thomas Lucy do 
about it? 

28.What happened next for the Arden family? What was the location of the final 
disgrace?


